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Disclaimer

This Country Guide reflects information believed to be correct at the time of publication.
Regulations, procedures and charges are subject to change. IAM does not accept liability for
errors, omissions, inaccuracies or misinterpretations in this guide. The information provided
should not be considered as having been provided or sanctioned by the customs authorities of
the country or territory concerned.

Overview

Customs Clearance

- Sea shipments: 10-15 working days - Air shipments: 3-5 working days (may take 10-15 working
days if gross weight exceeds 300 kg in some cities such as Shanghai) - Returning citizens:
approximately 10-12 business days

Duty-Free Eligibility

Import duties -- the key distinction:

Foreign passport holders (first-time importers): As of a 2020 Ministry of Finance directive
(A05920200038), first-time importers holding foreign passports can import their first shipment
duty-free in many cities including Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Qingdao, and Guangzhou. This is
based on "reasonable quantities" (e.g., one TV per family member, up to 26-28 golf clubs per
family). This regulation is NOT yet applied nationally -- notably it is NOT applied in Beijing,
where any item assessed at CNY 5,000 or above per unit is dutiable.
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Chinese passport holders (returning citizens): Duties are always levied on shipments. Any
item with a unit price assessed at CNY 1,000 or above is dutiable. The duty-free allowance in
Shanghai is RMB 5,000 total (minus the value of accompanied luggage declared at the airport).
Books over 10 are dutiable; CDs/DVDs over 20 are dutiable.

Diplomats: No duties on diplomatic shipments. Normally no Customs inspection, though
Customs reserves the right to inspect with Ministry of Foreign Affairs authorization.

All non-diplomatic shipments: Subject to physical inspection by local Customs. All electrical
items must be listed on the inventory with model, serial number, and size.

Documents

For Foreign Passport Holders

Passport with Residence Permit (valid period no less than 1 full year)

Work Permit (valid period no less than 1 full year)

Employment Approval Letter from the Foreign Expert Bureau (required in Beijing)

Representative Card (required for foreign representative office personnel)

Application Form with client's signature and company's chop (stamp)

Inventory packing list and OBL/AWB for all incoming shipments

Baggage Declaration Form (two copies, completed identically, stamped by Customs
at the Red Channel upon arrival in China). Required by some cities only; for
Shanghai, Wuhan, and Nanjing this is needed only for air shipments. In Shanghai,
this can be waived for air shipments if the client holds a resident and work permit
valid for a full year.

Copy of property deed or rental contract in China

If shipment originates from a country different from the client's nationality: original
visa showing at least 1 year residence in that country, or an explanation letter

For Shanghai employment: business certificate copy and certificate of employment
with original HR department stamp

For Shanghai students: student card and school/university enrollment letter

Printout of client's entry record into mainland China for the last 2 years (issued by
the PSB -- Public Security Bureau)



For Returning Chinese Citizens

Original passport showing a stay of at least 1 year abroad (or more than 6 months
for air shipments)

Printout of client's entry record into mainland China for the last 2 years (issued by
PSB)

Declaration of Unaccompanied Luggage stamped by airport Customs upon arrival
into China

Copy of property deed or rental contract in China

For Beijing: if passport was not issued in Beijing or client was not born in Beijing, a
company letter proving the workplace is Beijing, or a lease contract valid for 1 year

For Diplomats

Diplomatic Card

Passport

Original AWB or OBL with embassy's chop (consignee must be the Embassy)

Shipment arrival notice from local shipping agent

Inventory packing list with embassy's chop

Application form with authorized signature from Embassy and embassy's chop

Household Goods — Specific Information

One shipment rule: Only one sea shipment and one air shipment are allowed per residence
permit. If both sea and air shipments are planned, import permit applications for both must be
submitted at the same time. Any additional shipment (even years later) is 100% dutiable.

If the shipper has previously imported a shipment into China, the new shipment will be
subject to full customs duty. This is strictly enforced.

Import permit: Required for all shipments. Takes approximately 2-3 working days to process and
is valid for 30 days after issuance. All items listed and approved may be imported within 6 months.

Import deadline: The import of personal effects must be arranged at least 6 months before the
expiration of the residence permit. For returning citizens, shipments must be imported within 180
days of return to mainland China.

Duty rates for air shipments are usually 30% higher than for sea shipments.



Electronic documents: As of August 1, 2018, China accepts electronic documents for customs
clearance.

Items NOT recommended for shipment:

Alcoholic beverages (extremely high import duties; prohibited in air shipments to most cities;
prohibited entirely in Beijing and Shenzhen; only Shanghai and Nanjing currently allow alcohol
via sea, with severe quantity restrictions)

Food items, cosmetics, health products, and toiletries in air shipments

Medicines

Fax machines and photocopy machines (not allowed in personal shipments to Shanghai)

Alcohol restrictions (city-specific):

Shanghai: 4 bottles permitted for foreign passport holders (2 duty-free, 2 taxed); 2 bottles for
Chinese returnees (1 duty-free, 1 taxed). A bottle is defined as 75 cl maximum; a 1L bottle
counts as 2.

Beijing: No alcohol permitted in shipments.

Shenzhen: Alcohol import prohibited.

Diplomats: 300 bottles/person/year for alcohol 12-22%; 100 bottles/person/year for alcohol
above 22%.

Other cities: varies; contact destination agent.

Food restrictions: Dry goods only, in original/sealed packaging, canned or vacuum packed. No
fresh food, dairy, eggs, honey, unprocessed grains, seeds, nuts, live plants/bulbs, or perishables.
Milk powder, chicken/beef extract, meat products and meat by-products are prohibited (including
all forms of pet food). Egg-containing products from a list of 21+ countries (including the USA) are
subject to confiscation. Shanghai pulls all food from both air and sea shipments.

ISPM 15: All wood packaging material must be heat-treated or fumigated with methyl bromide
and properly marked per ISPM 15 standards.

Zika disinfection (shipments from the USA): All shipments from the USA to China must be
disinfected due to Zika virus risk. Proof of disinfection must be provided at the destination port.

Asian/Chinese antiques: Must be declared and registered with local Customs for re-export.
There is no guarantee such items will be allowed out of China later. Importation of Asian/Chinese
antiques is not recommended.

Books and media (returning citizens):

Books: 10 duty-free; maximum 200 (Beijing) or 50 (Shanghai) with explanation letter



CDs/DVDs: 20 duty-free; maximum 400 (Beijing) or 100 (Shanghai) with explanation letter

Subject to 2-3 weeks Customs inspection

Furniture: Import of furniture is banned for returning Chinese citizens. Import may be attempted
with an explanation letter and special approval from a senior Customs official.

Grand pianos: Cannot be imported to Shanghai unless the client is a professional musician or
music teacher at a conservatory. Can be imported to Beijing with prior Customs approval.

Personal computers: PCs with encryption capabilities require approval of installed software prior
to importation. PCs with simple password software (e.g., Microsoft products) are generally
acceptable.

Groupage/consolidated shipments: Not allowed to be imported (Shanghai).

Air shipment routing: Air shipments and LCL shipments must NOT transit through any other
Chinese airport before reaching their final destination. Shipments that do will likely be returned to
origin. This must be communicated clearly to airlines and forwarders.

Prohibited / Restricted Items

Prohibited Items

Weapons, imitation weapons, and ammunition

Narcotics and illegal drugs

Pornographic and politically subversive materials (broadly interpreted; includes content
"detrimental to the political, economic, cultural and moral interests of China")

Counterfeit currencies and negotiable securities

Fax machines and photocopy machines (in personal shipments to Shanghai)

Used motorcycles (for non-diplomats)

All meat products and meat by-products in food (confiscated/destroyed)

Egg-containing products from the 21-country bird flu list (including the USA)

Fresh food, dairy, seeds, live plants, perishables

Grand pianos (Shanghai, unless professional musician) RESTRICTED

Restricted / Dutiable Items

Traveler's duty-free allowances (accompanied baggage):



2 bottles of liquor (1.5L total)

400 cigarettes (2 cartons)

Food for personal use

Wristwatches, cameras, electronic devices for personal use (must not be sold or transferred)

Foreign currency up to RMB 20,000 equivalent (must be declared)

Dutiable items within household goods shipments:

All electrical appliances, furniture, lighting fixtures, foodstuffs, golf clubs, wine/alcohol

For Beijing: any item assessed at CNY 5,000+ per unit (foreign passport holders); CNY 1,000+
per unit (returning citizens)

Books over 10 (returning citizens)

CDs/DVDs over 20 (returning citizens)

Personal computers with encryption: Require software approval prior to importation.

CDs/VCDs/DVDs/videotapes: Up to 100 items duty-free for foreign passport holders; subject to
2-3 weeks inspection. Over 20 dutiable for returning citizens.

Vehicles

Vehicle Documents

Import Permit (required for customs clearance)

Vehicle details: brand, style (sedan, SUV), color, VIN number

Diplomatic Card (diplomats only)

Specific Information

Non-diplomatic vehicle import is NOT allowed. Only diplomats can import used vehicles into
China. For customs purposes, a "new" vehicle with the title in your name is considered "used." It
may be possible to import a vehicle on special order through a dealer, but not personally.

Diplomatic vehicles: Diplomats are restricted to one motor vehicle per diplomatic card
(including motorcycles). Vehicles undergo quarantine inspection. Motorbike registration, even for
diplomats, may not currently be possible.

Left-hand drive only: Only left-hand drive vehicles with no conversion may be imported.



Who can import: Only persons with a diplomatic card or working for a joint venture / wholly-
owned foreign company.

Age restriction: Vehicles manufactured before January 1, 2005, must comply with Euro V
standards and undergo environmental and mechanical inspections.

Import of motor vehicles is NOT recommended for non-diplomatic shipments.

Driving: Driving is on the right-hand side of the road. International driving permits are not valid in
China. A Chinese driving license is required.

Pets

Requirements

Same documentation as household goods (if arriving by cargo)

ISO 11784/11785-compliant microchip (15-digit)

Rabies vaccination certificates (two vaccinations required from non-designated
countries)

Rabies antibody titer test result (at least 0.5 IU/mL) from a GACC-approved
laboratory (required from non-designated countries)

APHIS-endorsed veterinary health certificate (for U.S.-origin pets, issued January
2026 version, submitted via VEHCS)

One photocopy of traveler's passport per pet

Specific Information

One pet per person. Only one dog or one cat per traveler is permitted. Only dogs and cats are
allowed; other animals require separate permits.

Designated vs. non-designated countries: China classifies 19 countries/regions as
"designated" (rabies-free/low-risk): New Zealand, Australia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Hawaii, Guam,
Jamaica, Iceland, United Kingdom, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Cyprus, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland,
Japan, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Macau. Pets from designated countries need only one rabies
vaccination. Pets from all other countries (including the U.S. mainland) need two rabies
vaccinations and a rabies titer test.

Rabies vaccination requirements (from non-designated countries including the U.S.):

Two rabies vaccinations required



First vaccination must be more than 30 days before the second

Second vaccination must be at least 30 days old at time of travel and still valid (within 12
months)

Microchip must be implanted before the first vaccination

Rabies titer test (from non-designated countries):

Must show antibody titer of at least 0.5 IU/mL

Must be performed at a GACC-approved laboratory (for U.S. pets: Kansas State University
Rabies Laboratory or DoD Food Analysis & Diagnostic Laboratory)

Blood must be drawn after the second rabies vaccination

Results valid for 1 year from the date of blood draw

Quarantine: Pets meeting all requirements (microchip, vaccinations, titer test, health certificate)
and passing the port health check enter without quarantine. Pets that fail to meet any requirement
are subject to 30 days of quarantine at a GACC-designated facility and must enter through one of
approximately 10 designated ports (including Beijing Capital Airport, Shanghai Pudong, Guangzhou
Baiyun, among others). Animals not meeting criteria that enter through non-designated ports may
be returned to origin or destroyed.

Advance notification required: Chinese Customs must be notified of the pet's arrival in
advance of travel.

Dog registration: Dogs must be registered with local police within one month of arrival. Some
cities (Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu) have breed restrictions and size limits for dog registration.

Breed restrictions (city-specific, not nationwide):

Shanghai: Mastiff descendants, Beauceron Wolfdog, German Shepherd, English/American
Bulldog, Japanese Tosa, Bull Terrier, Doberman, and others

Beijing and Chengdu: similar restrictions on large/aggressive breeds

Check with the destination agent for current breed restrictions in the specific city

Post-arrival inspection: Animals are subject to examination by an inspector at the owner's
residence within 30 days of arrival. A small fee is charged.

Pet food: All forms of pet food (including meat-based) are prohibited from import. Bring sufficient
supplies or plan to purchase locally.



Consignment Instructions

Recommended: Contact the destination agent to ensure all requirements have been met prior to
import. Customs regulations may differ between cities. This is not a formality -- it is essential for
China.

Baggage Declaration Form: Upon arrival at a Chinese airport, the shipper must go through the
Red Channel and declare their unaccompanied luggage. Customs will stamp the Baggage
Declaration Form. Both copies must be completed identically. The stamped copy returned to the
shipper must be forwarded to the destination agent. Failure to obtain this form at arrival can
prevent or complicate clearance of the household goods shipment.

Import permit timing: After the Residence Permit is issued (approximately 3-4 weeks after
arrival with Z visa), the expatriate works through the destination agent to apply for the import
permit. Items approved on the import permit may be shipped within 6 months.

Air shipment routing -- CRITICAL: Air shipments and LCL shipments must NOT transit through
any other Chinese port before reaching the final destination airport. Misrouted shipments will be
returned to origin at the shipper's expense. The airline/forwarder must understand this routing
requirement.

Packing list accuracy: Packing lists must be accurate, complete, and sequentially numbered.
Customs will compare the physical contents against the inventory. Discrepancies cause delays,
fines, and potential confiscation.

Ports of entry: Major sea ports include Shanghai, Tianjin (for Beijing), Guangzhou/Shenzhen,
Qingdao, and others. Major airports include Beijing Capital (PEK), Shanghai Pudong (PVG),
Guangzhou Baiyun (CAN). For pets requiring quarantine, only designated ports with quarantine
facilities may be used.

ISPM 15 compliance is mandatory. Non-compliant shipments will be held.

Disinfection for U.S.-origin shipments: Required due to Zika virus risk. Proof must accompany
the shipment.

Currency: Chinese Yuan Renminbi (RMB/CNY). Foreign currency must be declared on arrival if
equivalent to RMB 20,000 or more.



Cultural & Other Information

OpenFactBook (replaces CIA World Factbook):
https://www.openfactbook.org/countries/china/

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China

GACC (English): http://english.customs.gov.cn/

U.S. State Department -- China: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-
travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/China.html

U.S. Embassy in China: https://china.usembassy-china.org.cn/ *(may intermittently show
"Technical Difficulties" from this proxy — confirmed live via search)*

Foreign Embassies in China: http://www.embassy.org/embassies/cn.html

FIDI Import Customs Guide -- China: https://www.fidi.org/sites/default/files/public/2022-
07/CHINA%20Import%20%E2%80%93%20FIDI%20Customs%20Guide.pdf

USDA APHIS -- Pet Travel to China: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-
country-export/pet-travel-us-china

PetTravel.com -- China: https://www.pettravel.com/information/pet-passports/china-pet-
import-requirements/

U.S. Trade.gov -- China: https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/china-import-
tariffs

Key country facts: China is the world's most populous country and second-largest economy. The
capital is Beijing. The official language is Mandarin Chinese (Putonghua). The currency is the
Chinese Yuan Renminbi (RMB/CNY). China operates under a one-party system led by the Chinese
Communist Party. The country's customs and regulatory environment is among the most complex
in the world, with significant variation between provinces and cities.

Important notes for movers: China is one of the most complex destinations in the IAM network.
The single most important principle is that regulations vary by city. What applies in Shanghai may
not apply in Beijing, Guangzhou, or Shenzhen. The destination agent's city-specific knowledge is
indispensable. Key pitfalls include: the one-shipment-per-permit rule (a second shipment is always
fully dutiable), the air shipment routing prohibition (no transit through other Chinese airports),
alcohol restrictions that vary dramatically by city, the Baggage Declaration Form requirement at
the airport, the furniture ban for returning citizens, and the strict pet quarantine regime for non-
designated countries. Advance coordination with the destination agent is not optional; it is the
single most important step in any move to China.
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Quick Links & Resources

Find Movers in China
https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=China&lat=39.9042&lng=116.4074&range=50&assoc
s=800&fvw=c&ctry=China

Foreign Embassies in China
http://www.embassy.org/embassies/cn.html

U.S. Embassy in China
https://china.usembassy-china.org.cn/

U.S. State Department -- China
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-
Pages/China.html

OpenFactBook (replaces CIA World Factbook)
https://www.openfactbook.org/countries/china/

Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China

General Administration of Customs of China (GACC) -- English
http://english.customs.gov.cn/

GACC Passenger Customs Clearance Guide
http://english.customs.gov.cn/statics/88707c1e-aa4e-40ca-a968-bdbdbb565e4f.html

FIDI Import Customs Guide -- China (May 2022)
https://www.fidi.org/sites/default/files/public/2022-
07/CHINA%20Import%20%E2%80%93%20FIDI%20Customs%20Guide.pdf

USDA APHIS -- Pet Travel to China
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export/pet-travel-us-china

PetTravel.com -- China
https://www.pettravel.com/information/pet-passports/china-pet-import-requirements/

U.S. Trade.gov -- China Import Tariffs
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/china-import-tariffs

IAM Country Guide: China

https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=China&lat=39.9042&lng=116.4074&range=50&assocs=800&fvw=c&ctry=China
http://www.embassy.org/embassies/cn.html
https://china.usembassy-china.org.cn/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/China.html
https://www.openfactbook.org/countries/china/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
http://english.customs.gov.cn/
http://english.customs.gov.cn/statics/88707c1e-aa4e-40ca-a968-bdbdbb565e4f.html
https://www.fidi.org/sites/default/files/public/2022-07/CHINA%20Import%20%E2%80%93%20FIDI%20Customs%20Guide.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export/pet-travel-us-china
https://www.pettravel.com/information/pet-passports/china-pet-import-requirements/
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/china-import-tariffs

