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Disclaimer

This Country Guide reflects information believed to be correct at the time of publication.
Regulations, procedures and charges are subject to change. IAM does not accept liability for
errors, omissions, inaccuracies or misinterpretations in this guide. The information provided
should not be considered as having been provided or sanctioned by the customs authorities of

the country or territory concerned.

Overview

Duty-Free Eligibility

Duty-free conditions: Household goods are duty-free provided the shipper has been in
possession of the goods for at least 6 months prior to importation and can demonstrate they will
establish permanent residence in Willemstad. The exemption applies only to used personal
property. "Normal household goods from residence" means goods from a place where the person

resides for at least 183 days per year and where there are personal and professional bonds.

Alcohol and tobacco within shipments: The exemption does not apply to more than a normal
domestic stock of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. Per the FIDI guide, 1 litre of alcohol is
generally admitted free per family, but customs evaluate each case. Excess quantities will be

taxed.

Import duty rates: Curacao's import duty rates range from 0% to 70% based on the HS code of
the goods. Most imported goods are also subject to a 9% Value Added Tax (BTW). Food and

medicine are generally exempt from BTW.



Documents

For wedding trousseau
e Inventory in 5 copies
e Marriage certificate
o Certificate of residence
e Completed and signed exemption application form

e Power of attorney

For inheritance
e Inventory in 5 copies, certified by a notary
o Certificate of residence
o Death certificate
e Certificate of inheritance (notarial act) specifying the inherited goods
e Completed and signed exemption application form
e Power of attorney

e Goods must be imported within 1 year of inheritance

For diplomats

e Free import; no additional documentation beyond standard diplomatic credentials

Household Goods — Specific Information

Residency requirement: The IAM guide (2016) states 6 months abroad; the AMC Cargo guide
specifies 183 days per year at the prior residence. Both the FIDI guide and AMC Cargo confirm the

6-month possession requirement for goods.

Shipper must be present: The shipper must be personally present in Willemstad for customs

clearance. The shipper must register at the citizen department within 2 weeks of arrival.

Bank guarantee/deposit: If the shipper has not yet received a residence permit at the time of
arrival, a bank guarantee or deposit can be provided to allow importation pending the permit. The

deposit is refundable once the exemption license is granted.



Timing: Household goods must be declared before the expiry of 6 months from the date the
person transferred from their normal place of residence. In special circumstances, the Director of
Customs may extend this deadline upon request, which must be submitted no later than 1 month

before the expiry date.

Alienation restriction: Goods imported tax-free may not be lent, mortgaged, leased, or
transferred for a period of 12 months without prior consent of the Director of Customs. The 12-

month period begins on the day customs authorities accepted the exemption permit.

New goods within shipments: Any new items within the shipment will require a separate import
declaration and payment of applicable import duties. Customs have the legal right to ask for
evidence (purchase invoice, warranty card) that goods have been in the shipper's possession for at

least 6 months.

Electronics: The inventory list must include the brand and serial number of all household and

electrical appliances.

ISPM 15 (wood packaging): Wood packing material must bear the ISPM 15 mark confirming
heat treatment (HT) at a minimum core temperature of 56°C for 30 minutes, or methyl bromide
treatment. The mark must be legible, permanent, in black ink, on at least two opposite sides of
each article. Labels and adhesives are not permitted. Exemptions apply to raw wood under 6mm
thickness, processed wood (plywood, glued/pressed), agglomerated sawdust sheets, and

sawdust/wooden fibre.

Currency: Netherlands Antillean guilder (ANG). 1 USD = approximately 1.79 ANG.

Prohibited / Restricted Items

Prohibited Items
e Narcotics and controlled drugs — strictly prohibited; severe penalties

e Firearms, switchblades, and explosives — prohibited without specific pre-arranged
governmental permits “PERMIT REQUIRED®

Counterfeit goods — prohibited; items will be seized

Protected species products (animals and plants covered by CITES) — prohibited “CITES®

Pit bull terrier breeds and mixes (for pet import) — prohibited



Restricted / Dutiable Items

Traveler Allowances (personal baggage)

Non-residents over 15 years (residents may import half these quantities):
e 200 cigarettes, or 50 cigars, or 100 cigarillos (3g each max), or 2509 tobacco
e 1 litre distilled spirits, or 2.25 litres wine, or 3 litres beer
e Perfume: no restrictions

o If the total value of goods per passenger exceeds ANG 400, declaration must be made on

customs forms and cleared at the freight department
Traveler goods (non-residents):
e Personal goods, souvenirs, and gifts up to NAF 200 duty-free
e Under 15 years old: NAF 65 limit
e Purchases exceeding NAF 200 must be verbally reported to customs

e The exemption applies to total value, not per item; individual goods cannot be split to take

advantage of the exemption

Alcohol and tobacco (18+): Non-residents over 18 may bring 1 litre of liquor, 200 cigarettes, 25

cigars, and 125g of tobacco duty-free.

Residents returning: Half the non-resident duty-free quantities apply.

Restricted Items

e Firearms, ammunition, and dangerous objects — authorization from the Police authorities
required “PERMIT REQUIRED®

e Leather articles from Haiti — importation is not advisable (per Curacao customs guidance)

e Certain agricultural products — plants, seeds, and animals may be restricted to protect the

island's agriculture

o Battery shipments — Curacao no longer accepts battery shipments (including goods with

built-in batteries) under any packaging conditions, per Goodhope Freight (2026)
e Medication — personal use quantities are permitted; recommended to carry a physician's
letter stating daily dosage
Currency

e Local currency (ANG) and foreign currencies: amounts exceeding ANG 20,000 or its equivalent

must be declared



Vehicles

Vehicle Documents

e Free entry permit (exemption application)
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

e Original purchase invoice
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

o Certificate of registration (title) from country of origin
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

¢ Insurance certificate showing the period the vehicle has been insured, with start and
termination dates

Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

e Express release rated B/L or rated AWB
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

o Certificate of inspection at origin
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

e Completed and signed import duties exemption application form
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

e Power of attorney
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

e Proof of export from origin country
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023) and the AMC Cargo Services guide:

Specific Information

Ownership and use requirement: The vehicle must have been in the shipper's continuous
possession and use for at least 12 months prior to the shipping date. The IAM guide (2016) also

states 12 months. Both sources are consistent.

One vehicle per family: The duty-free exemption is limited to one passenger vehicle per family

or household.

Definition of passenger vehicle: Motor vehicles (not sport cars or hobby vehicles) on two or
more wheels, including trailers, intended for non-business transportation of persons, goods, or

livestock, and suitable for public road use.

Vehicles not eligible for exemption: Sport vehicles, hobby vehicles (including classic

cars/"wabi's"), and vehicles constructed or adapted for commercial transport of persons and



goods. These vehicles may only be imported after payment of import duties.

Other vehicles (sport cars, trailers, boats, water scooters): Require invoice, registration

card, and ownership title. Subject to full payment of import duties.

Benchmark for the 12-month rule: The 12-month period is measured from the time of loading

and shipping of the vehicle, not from the date of arrival.

Driving: Driving is on the RIGHT-hand side of the road.

Pets

Requirements

¢ 1SO 11784/11785 compliant microchip
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023), PetTravel.com, The Caribbean Pet, USDA APHIS, and CuraBon:

e Valid rabies vaccination certificate (vaccination must be administered at least 21
days and no more than 12 months prior to departure; multi-year vaccines are
accepted per APHIS if registered by manufacturer for up to 36 months)

Per the FIDI guide (November 2023), PetTravel.com, The Caribbean Pet, USDA APHIS, and CuraBon:

e Veterinary health certificate not older than 2 weeks, in Dutch or English
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023), PetTravel.com, The Caribbean Pet, USDA APHIS, and CuraBon:

¢ Internal and external parasite treatment within 14 days prior to departure (with a
registered veterinary product with at least 28 days persistent efficacy; product
name and date must be noted on the health certificate)
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023), PetTravel.com, The Caribbean Pet, USDA APHIS, and CuraBon:

e For pets from the U.S.: the health certificate must be issued by a USDA-accredited

veterinarian and endorsed by USDA APHIS
Per the FIDI guide (November 2023), PetTravel.com, The Caribbean Pet, USDA APHIS, and CuraBon:

Specific Information

Quarantine: No quarantine is imposed if all import regulations are met. If the pet does not
conform to stated regulations, it will be subject to quarantine (if facilities are available), returned
to the origination country, or euthanized, at the importer's expense. Per the FIDI guide, if the
shipper arrives without the pet's health information, the pet will be vaccinated upon entry and

must remain in quarantine for 30 days.

Minimum age: Puppies must be at least 15 weeks old (12 weeks for rabies vaccination plus 21

days waiting period). Cats and dogs must be over 12 weeks of age for rabies vaccination.



Rabies titer test: Per PetTravel.com, a rabies titer test is required for pets entering from some
countries. The titer test must be processed at an approved laboratory, and the pet cannot enter
Curacao sooner than 3 calendar months after the blood sampling date. Confirm with the

destination agent whether a titer test is required based on the country of origin.

Pit bull ban: Pit bull terriers and pit bull mixes are prohibited from entering Curacao. Per

CuraBon, this is strictly enforced.

Central and South America ban: Pets (dogs) are prohibited from entering Curacao from Central

or South American countries. Check the origin of the pet carefully before planning.
CDC rabies status: Curacao is NOT on the U.S. CDC's list of high-risk countries for dog rabies.

Common mistakes: Not obtaining the import permit from the Veterinary Authority (UOVZ) before
arrival. Failing to have a health certificate in Dutch or English. Not treating for parasites within the
required 14-day window. Not noting treatment product names and dates on the health certificate.

Shipping pit bull breeds or mixes to Curacao.

Consignment Instructions

Contact the destination agent to ensure all requirements have been met prior to

import, especially for differences regarding air/sea shipments.

Shipper must be present: The shipper must personally be in Willemstad for customs clearance.

This is a firm requirement.

Exemption application: The application for the household goods duty exemption must be
presented upon arrival of the goods. The resulting license is submitted at customs during the
import declaration. The destination agent will typically handle the exemption application, import

declaration, and customs brokerage on behalf of the shipper.

Timing is critical: Goods must be declared within 6 months of the shipper's transfer from their
normal residence. Extensions require a written request to the Director of Customs at least 1 month

before the deadline expires.

Registration requirement: The shipper must register at the citizen department (Kranshi) within
2 weeks of arrival. The original BB-10 registration document is required for the exemption

application.

New goods: Separate from household goods. Any new items within the shipment will be subject

to a separate import declaration and full duty/tax payment.

Customs contact information:



Office Punda: +5999 434 5300

Office Haven (Port): +5999 461 6350

Office Luchthaven (Airport): +5999 868 3058

Email: bjz-tz@minfin.cw

Curacao Customs website: http://www.douane.cw — verified 200

Cultural & Other Information

OpenFactBook — Curacao (replaces CIA World Factbook) — verified 200

Wikipedia — Curacao — verified 403 to bots, works in browser

Curacao Customs Authority (Douane) — verified 200

Curacao International Airport — Customs Information — verified 200

USDA APHIS — Pet Travel to Curacao — returns 503 to this proxy (standard WAF/IP block);

confirmed live in prior audit checks

PetTravel.com — Curacao Pet Import Requirements — verified 200

The Caribbean Pet — Pet Travel to Curacao — returns a bot-challenge/captcha redirect to

automated requests; likely accessible in browsers but content could not be directly re-verified

e AMC Cargo — Restricted & Prohibited Items — verified 200

Status: Curacao is a constituent country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands. It is not part of

the European Union and has its own customs regime. EU free movement of goods does not apply.

Language: Dutch (official), Papiamentu (widely spoken), English and Spanish also commonly

used.

Currency: Netherlands Antillean guilder (ANG), pegged to the USD at approximately 1.79 ANG per
usD.

Voltage: 110-130V at 50Hz.

Quick Links & Resources

e Find Movers in Curacao (IAMX Directory)

https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=Curacao&lat=12.1696&Ing=-
68.9900&range=50&assocs=800&fvw=c&ctry=Curacao

e Foreign Embassies in Curacao

https://www.embassypages.com/curacao


mailto:bjz-tz@minfin.cw
http://www.douane.cw
https://www.openfactbook.org/countries/curacao/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cura%C3%A7ao
https://www.douane.cw/
https://curacao-airport.com/prepare-your-trip/departing-passengers/customs/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export/pet-travel-us-curacao
https://www.pettravel.com/information/pet-passports/curacao-pet-import-requirements/
https://thecaribbeanpet.com/pet-travel-to-curacao/
https://amc-cargo.com/restricted-prohibited-items/
https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=Curacao&lat=12.1696&lng=-68.9900&range=50&assocs=800&fvw=c&ctry=Curacao
https://www.embassypages.com/curacao

e OpenFactBook — Curacao (replaces CIA World Factbook)

https://www.openfactbook.org/countries/curacao/

o Wikipedia — Curacao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cura%C3%A7ao

e Curacao Customs Authority (Douane)

https://www.douane.cw/
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