INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MOVERS

IAM COUNTRY GUIDE

Mongolia

CAPITAL OFFICIAL LANGUAGE CURRENCY

Guide version: V2 draft

Disclaimer

This Country Guide reflects information believed to be correct at the time of publication.
Regulations, procedures and charges are subject to change. IAM does not accept liability for
errors, omissions, inaccuracies or misinterpretations in this guide. The information provided
should not be considered as having been provided or sanctioned by the customs authorities of

the country or territory concerned.

Overview

Duty-Free Eligibility

Duty-free conditions: Used household goods and personal effects for personal use and not for
resale are duty-free for eligible returning citizens and non-citizens meeting the residency/permit

requirements. Diplomatic goods are exempt from all duties under Mongolia's customs law.

Documents

For Returning Mongolian Citizens
e Copy of passport

¢ Valid national ID card

e Valued inventory

e Detailed inventory / packing list

e Original bill of lading (OBL) or airway bill (AWB)



e Declaration form (statement of non-commercial use)

¢ Letter of employment confirming the owner has worked abroad by foreign company

appointment

o Commercial invoice (if applicable)

For Non-Citizens (Foreign Workers)
e Copy of passport

e Copy of residence permit (must be valid for at least 183 days)

Employer registration certification

Detailed inventory / packing list

Original bill of lading (OBL) or airway bill (AWB)

Declaration form (statement of non-commercial use)

¢ Commercial invoice (if applicable)

For Diplomats
e Copy of passport
e Letter of request from the diplomatic organization
e Detailed inventory / packing list

e Original bill of lading (OBL) or airway bill (AWB)

Household Goods — Specific Information

Name matching: The owner's name must match exactly on the passport and the original bill of

lading or airway bill.

Residency requirement (returning citizens): The owner must have stayed abroad for at least
6 months without returning to Mongolia to import household goods and personal effects free of

import tax and VAT.

Residence permit (non-citizens): The residence permit must be valid for at least 183 days.
Non-citizens must obtain the residence permit within 7 days of arrival in Mongolia and provide a

copy for customs clearance.

Antiques, artifacts, carpets, and paintings: May be imported duty-free if the quantity is
proportionate to the overall shipment. A valued inventory or purchase invoice must be submitted.

If for personal use and not for resale, the items are duty-free; otherwise duties and taxes apply.



General import duty: Most imported goods in Mongolia are subject to 5% ad valorem customs
duty. VAT is 10%.

Prohibited / Restricted Items

Prohibited Items
e Narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, and equipment for their use or production
e Devices for distilling alcoholic drinks
e Alcohols and spirits with more than 75% alcohol content
e Hazardous chemicals and toxic materials
e Counterfeit goods
e Historical and cultural monuments (export prohibition; import may be restricted)

e Medication requiring injections, antibiotic injections, blood and plasma, and immunologic

preparations (without proper medical/scientific import license)
e Pornographic or subversive materials
e Stuffed animals and products of taxidermy [CITES]
e *CITES certificates and animal health certificates are required*

e Firearms and ammunition [Permit Required]

Restricted / Dutiable Items

Traveller Duty-Free Allowances

The following items may be imported duty-free for personal consumption (minimum age 21 for

alcohol and tobacco):
Alcohol: 2 litres of wine, plus 3 litres of beer, plus 1 litre of vodka/spirits.
Tobacco: 200 cigarettes, or 50 cigars, or 250 g of smoking tobacco.

Other: Personal clothing and goods, electronic devices, wheelchairs, and sports equipment.

Medication for personal use (with prescription).

Quantities exceeding the duty-free limits are subject to excise taxes: vodka USD 5-6 per litre; beer
USD 0.20 per litre; wine USD 1.50-6 per litre; cigarettes USD 0.60 per 100 pieces; tobacco USD
0.30 per kg.



Currency

Amounts exceeding MNT 15 million (approximately USD 4,200) must be declared to customs
authorities.

Firearms

Rifles require multiple import permits depending on the type. Contact the destination agent for

specific requirements.

Vehicles

Vehicle Documents
e Original purchase invoice
o Certificate of title
e Original bill of lading

¢ List of vehicle features (manufacturer, make, model, type, engine capacity in cc,

engine number, chassis number, fuel type)

Specific Information

Duties and taxes always apply. Unlike household goods, motor vehicles are subject to duties
and taxes for all categories of importer (except diplomats). The calculation is: customs value
(invoice price + freight + other costs), plus 5% customs duty, plus excise tax (passenger vehicles

only), plus 10% VAT on the total of value + duty + excise, plus a payable fee of MNT 7,000.
Excise duty by engine capacity and vehicle age:

Vehicles up to 1,500 cc: 0-3 years USD 500; 4-6 years USD 1,000; 7-9 years USD 1,000; 10+ years
USD 6,000. Vehicles 1,501-2,500 cc: 0-3 years USD 1,500; 4-6 years USD 2,000; 7-9 years USD
3,000; 10+ years USD 7,000. Vehicles 2,501-3,500 cc: 0-3 years USD 2,000; 4-6 years USD 2,500;
7-9 years USD 4,000; 10+ years USD 8,000. Vehicles 3,501-4,500 cc: 0-3 years USD 4,500; 4-6
years USD 5,000; 7-9 years USD 6,500; 10+ years USD 10,500. Vehicles over 4,500 cc: 0-3 years
USD 7,000; 4-6 years USD 7,500; 7-9 years USD 9,000; 10+ years USD 13,000.

Note: Vehicles 10 years or older face sharply higher excise duties, effectively discouraging the
import of older vehicles. Confirm current excise rates with the destination agent, as these are

subject to periodic adjustment.



Pets

Requirements
e Original owner's passport
e Residence permit (for non-citizens)
¢ Vaccination record
e Original bill of lading (OBL) or airway bill (AWB)

e Veterinary health certificate, stamped by a government veterinarian in the country

of origin

Specific Information
All documents required for the household goods shipment are also required for the pet import.

Health certificate: The veterinary health certificate must show the pet's name, sex, and breed,

and must be stamped/endorsed by a government veterinarian in the origin country.

Vaccination: Rabies vaccination is required. Standard vaccinations for dogs (distemper, hepatitis,

parvovirus, leptospirosis) and cats (panleukopenia, rhinotracheitis) are recommended.
Microchip: An ISO 11784/11785 microchip is recommended for identification purposes.

Common mistakes: Not having the health certificate endorsed by a government (not private)

veterinarian. Missing the pet's name, sex, or breed on the health certificate.

Consignment Instructions

Recommended: Contact the destination agent to ensure all requirements have been met prior to

import, especially for differences regarding air / sea / rail shipments.

Port of entry: Mongolia is landlocked between Russia and China. There are no seaports. Sea
freight typically arrives at the Chinese port of Tianjin and is transported overland by rail or road to
Ulaanbaatar. Alternatively, shipments may be routed through the Russian port of Vladivostok and
transported via the Trans-Siberian Railway. Air shipments arrive via Chinggis Khaan International

Airport (UBN), located approximately 50 km southwest of Ulaanbaatar.

Land borders: The primary road/rail border crossings are Zamyn-Uud (Mongolia/China border,
connecting to Erlian/Erenhot) and Altanbulag (Mongolia/Russia border, connecting to Kyakhta).

Border crossings may involve longer queues and additional document checks.



Transit considerations: Shipments transiting through China or Russia require careful
coordination with transit customs authorities in those countries. Transit delays, especially at the
China-Mongolia border at Zamyn-Uud, are common due to gauge changes on the railway

(Mongolia and Russia use 1,520 mm broad gauge; China uses 1,435 mm standard gauge).

Climate: Mongolia has extreme continental climate with winter temperatures dropping below -30
degrees C. Shipments arriving in winter should be adequately protected against freezing

temperatures, and scheduling should account for potential weather-related delays.

Electrical standard: Mongolia uses 220V, 50Hz with European-style two-pin plugs (Type C and
Type E).

Cultural & Other Information

OpenFactBook -- Mongolia *(community-maintained successor to the CIA World Factbook, which

was discontinued in February 2026)*

Wikipedia -- Mongolia

Mongolia Customs General Administration (e-Customs)

PetTravel.com -- Mongolia Pet Import Requirements

U.S. State Department -- Mongolia Travel Information

Mongolian National Chamber of Commerce and Industry -- Trade Policy

International Association of Movers (IAM) 1600 Duke Street, Suite 440 - Alexandria, VA
22314, USA Phone: +1 703-317-9950 - iamovers.org

Quick Links & Resources

e Find Movers in Mongolia

https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=Mongolia&lat=47.9184&Ing=106.9177&range=50&as
socs=800&fvw=c&ctry=Mongolia

e Foreign Embassies in Mongolia

https://www.embassypages.com/mongolia

e Mongolia's Embassies Abroad

https://www.embassypages.com/mongolia
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