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Disclaimer

This Country Guide reflects information believed to be correct at the time of publication.
Regulations, procedures and charges are subject to change. IAM does not accept liability for
errors, omissions, inaccuracies or misinterpretations in this guide. The information provided
should not be considered as having been provided or sanctioned by the customs authorities of
the country or territory concerned.

Documents

For Turkish Nationals (Returning Citizens)

Original passport

Detailed inventory (description, brand, serial numbers of electrical items)

Original bill of lading (OBL) or air waybill (AWB) — name must match passport
exactly

Tax identification number (TIN)

Spouse's passport (if married), or ID certificate from the Registry Office (*Nüfus
müdürlüğünden vukuatlı nüfus kayıt örneği*) if unmarried

List of entry and exit dates for the past three years, obtained from the nearest
police headquarters

**Plus one of the following (see Specific Information):**

Permanent return certificate from the nearest Turkish Consulate in the country of
origin, or
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Copy of the export declaration form used when the shipment was previously
exported from Turkey, or

Copy of rental contract (minimum 24 months, notarized) or original property
title/deed, or

Payment of applicable taxes (if no documentation above is available)

For Foreign Citizens (Non-Turkish Nationals)

Original passport

Work permit or valid residence permit

Detailed inventory

Original OBL / AWB — name must match passport exactly

Tax identification number (TIN)

Turkish citizenship/tax identity number

Rental contract or property title/deed (non-citizens)

List of entry and exit dates for the past two years from nearest police headquarters

**Plus one of the following (see Specific Information):**

Rental contract (minimum 12 months, notarized) or original property title/deed
(permanent import), or

Work permit + original residence permit + bank deposit or guarantee letter
(temporary import), or

Payment of taxes if value exceeds €1,500 and none of the above is available

For Non-Citizens Coming to Turkey for Marriage

Marriage certificate

All standard documents listed above

Turkish spouse must have resided in Turkey for the 12 months preceding the
marriage date

Shipment must arrive within 2 months prior to or 12 months after the marriage date

For Diplomats

Diplomatic franchise document

Letter of assignment



Household Goods — Specific Information

Customs clearance takes approximately four to five business days. All goods must be used; no
new items may be imported duty-free under the household goods exemption. Packed-by-owner
(PBO) items are not permitted — all goods must be professionally packed. The name on the
passport must match the OBL/AWB identically.

Shipment Timing: The shipment must arrive no earlier than two months before the owner's
arrival in Turkey, and no later than six months after the owner's last entry into Turkey. For small
air shipments entering via paid taxes, the owner must arrive at least one month before or within
one month after the goods arrive.

Three-Path Import System for Foreign Citizens (Non-Turkish Nationals):

Option 1 (Permanent Import): Provide a rental contract of at least 12 months (notarized) or an
original property title/deed.

Option 2 (Temporary Import): If no rental contract or property deed is available, the owner must
have a valid work permit and residence permit, and must pay a refundable customs deposit of
approximately 30% above the total declared shipment value, or provide a bank guarantee letter.
Import is valid only until the work and residence permits expire.

Option 3 (Taxable Permanent Import): If none of the above documents is available and the
shipment value exceeds €1,500, taxes of approximately 20% apply. The shipment must arrive
within 30 days of the owner's arrival.

Four-Path Import System for Returning Turkish Citizens:

Option 1: Permanent return certificate from the nearest Turkish Consulate confirming at least two
years of residence abroad.

Option 2: Copy of the export declaration form used when the same goods were previously
exported from Turkey.

Option 3: Payment of taxes (~20%) if shipment exceeds €1,500 and no certificate or declaration
form is available.

Option 4: Notarized rental contract (minimum 24 months) or original property title/deed.

ISPM 15: Turkey requires all wood packaging materials (pallets, crates, dunnage) to comply with
ISPM 15 phytosanitary treatment standards. Non-compliant wood packaging may be fumigated or
returned at the shipper's expense.

Note on PBO: Turkey strictly prohibits packed-by-owner items. All boxes must be professionally
packed and inventoried. Customs officers reserve the right to inspect any shipment.



Prohibited / Restricted Items

Prohibited Items

Narcotics and illegal drugs (Turkey enforces a strict drug policy; even small quantities carry
significant prison sentences)

Firearms and military ammunition (without a permit from the Ministry of National Defense)
[PERMIT REQUIRED]

Explosive materials (without Ministry of National Defense permit) [PERMIT REQUIRED]

Radioactive substances (without certificate from the Turkish Atomic Energy Authority) [PERMIT
REQUIRED]

Chemical substances listed under the Chemical Weapons Convention

Meat and dairy products from outside Turkey (subject to phytosanitary controls; generally
prohibited in shipments)

Gambling machines and slot machines

Pornographic materials

Pirated goods and counterfeit products

Ozone-depleting substances (without Ministry of Environment permit) [PERMIT REQUIRED]

Certain waste materials, chemical scrap, and environmentally controlled substances [PERMIT
REQUIRED]

Protected fauna and flora subject to CITES regulations — including certain parrots, tortoises,
reptiles, and other wildlife [CITES]

Maps and goods containing mapping information (require certificate from Ministry of National
Defense) [PERMIT REQUIRED]

Antiques and archaeological artifacts (export is prohibited; import without documentation may
lead to confiscation)

Banned dog breeds and their crosses (see Section 3)

Used or refurbished goods may be subject to Ministry of Trade inspection and approval
depending on the product category

Restricted / Dutiable Items

The following allowances apply to travelers entering Turkey. Items within a household goods
shipment are governed by the duty-free import options described in Section 1; these traveler



allowances apply to accompanied personal baggage only.

Alcohol (travelers aged 18 and over): 1 liter of spirits exceeding 22% alcohol, or 2 liters of
wine or spirits not exceeding 22% alcohol. Additionally, upon arrival at Turkish duty-free shops,
travelers may purchase 1 bottle of spirits and 1 bottle of wine.

Tobacco (travelers aged 18 and over): 200 cigarettes and 50 cigars and 200 grams of tobacco
(with 200 cigarette papers), or 200 grams of pipe/hookah tobacco, or 200 grams of chewing
tobacco, or 50 grams of snuff. Additional tobacco may be purchased at Turkish duty-free stores on
arrival (up to 200 cigarettes, 100 cigars, 500 grams pipe tobacco).

Perfume: Up to 5 bottles (maximum 120 ml each).

Food: Up to 1 kg of coffee; 1 kg of instant coffee; 500 g of tea; 1 kg of chocolate; 1 kg of sugar-
based confectionery. Fresh fruit and vegetables are limited to 3 kg per person. Processed plant-
based products are limited to 1 kg.

Gifts: Goods up to a total value of EUR 300 (EUR 145 for travelers under 15 years of age).

Medications: Medications for personal use may be imported with supporting documentation
(prescription, medical report, or doctor's letter) proportionate to the length of stay.

Personal Jewelry: The total value of personal jewelry must not exceed USD 15,000. Higher
values must be declared at customs on arrival.

Currency: There is no restriction on the amount of Turkish lira or foreign currency brought into
Turkey. On departure, travelers may not export more than USD 5,000 or its equivalent without
proof of purchase from an authorized bank.

Antiques and Cultural Property: The export of antiques, cultural goods, archaeological
artifacts, carpets of historical value, icons, coins, sculptures, and similar items is strictly regulated
and subject to severe criminal penalties. Customs officers may detain any item that appears to
have cultural heritage value. Travelers should be extremely cautious about purchasing items that
could be construed as antiques.

Note: Alcohol, tobacco, cosmetics, and food items cannot be imported into Turkey via postal or
express cargo. These items must accompany the traveler as baggage.

Vehicles

Vehicle Documents

Passport



Driver's license

Original vehicle registration

Original OBL / air waybill

Proof of valid insurance (card valid in Turkey)

Permanent return certificate (returning Turkish citizens)

Copy of work permit (non-citizens coming for work)

Original residence permit (non-citizens coming for work)

Diplomatic import permit from the Turkish Ministry (foreign diplomats)

Official assignment letters (returning Turkish diplomats and government officials)

Carnet de passage transit book (if transiting to Middle Eastern countries)

Specific Information

Tax is assessed based on the vehicle's age and engine capacity. The vehicle owner must be
present at customs during the import application. The vehicle must have been purchased less than
three years before being brought to Turkey. Vehicles must arrive no earlier than two months
before or no later than six months after the owner's last entry into Turkey. Extensions must be
applied for before the approved period expires.

Dual Nationals: Turkish dual nationals do not have the right to import a private vehicle under the
household effects exemption.

Non-Citizens Coming for Work: Only temporary import is possible, valid until the work and
residence permits expire. A customs deposit based on the vehicle's age and engine capacity is
required. Non-citizens entering for marriage, and Turkish citizens who have not cancelled their
overseas residency registration, may not import a vehicle.

Driver's Licenses: A foreign driver's license is accepted in Turkey for up to 90 days. Stays
beyond 90 days require a notarized Turkish translation of the license. Stays exceeding 12 months
require obtaining a Turkish driver's license from the Turkish Security Directorate, Traffic
Department (Emniyet Genel Müdürlüğü).

Correction to IAM Baseline: The IAM guide states the driver's license acceptance threshold is
90 days, after which only a translation is required. This is accurate for stays up to 12 months;
however, permanent residents must obtain a Turkish license. Confirm current requirements with
the destination agent.



Pets

Specific Information

Significant Update vs. IAM Baseline: The 2016 IAM guide lists only a vaccination record and a
veterinary health record as requirements. Turkey's current regulations are substantially more
stringent, including a mandatory rabies titer test, microchip requirement, parasite treatments, and
a government-endorsed health certificate. The IAM baseline is materially incomplete on this
section.

No import permit is required for pets entering with their owner (commercial imports require a
permit). Up to two pets per person may enter tax-free, provided the owner accompanies them or
arrives within 30 days of the pet's arrival. If the owner cannot be present, a Power of Attorney plus
an original or notarized copy of the passport must be provided to an agent.

Pets not meeting import requirements will be quarantined (at the importer's expense), returned to
the origin country, or euthanized. All associated costs are the importer's responsibility.

Minimum Age: Puppies and kittens must be at least seven months old to conform to import
regulations. Rabies vaccination cannot be administered before three months of age.

Rabies Titer Test: The titer test result is valid for the life of the pet as long as rabies vaccinations
remain current and continuous. Pets entering without a valid titer test face 21 days of quarantine
at the importer's expense.

Banned Breeds: The following dog breeds (and their crosses) are prohibited from entry: Pit Bull
Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull
Terrier, Japanese Tosa, Tosa Inu, Dogo Argentino, Fila Brasileiro, Rottweiler, Neapolitan Mastiff,
Spanish Mastiff, Dogue de Bordeaux, Roman Fighting Dog, Bandog, Mastiff, Tibetan Mastiff, and
mongrel breeds of similar type. Wolf hybrids, Savannah cats, and Bengal cats are also excluded
unless five or more generations removed from the wild pedigree.

Advance Notice: Importers must notify veterinary officials at the port of entry prior to arrival so
inspectors are available. This is especially important for arrivals outside normal business hours.

Avian Influenza Restriction: Turkey has imposed trade restrictions on domestic and wild birds
originating from certain U.S. states due to avian influenza. Confirm the current list of affected
states with the Turkish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry before shipping.

Other Animals: Birds, reptiles, amphibians, rodents, rabbits, and tropical fish are not subject to
the rabies vaccination requirement but may require a health certificate and must meet other
applicable import conditions. Contact the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for current



requirements.

Documents Required (Dogs and Cats)

1. ISO 11784/11785-compliant 15-digit microchip (implanted before rabies vaccination)

2. Rabies vaccination administered at least 30 days before entry (annual vaccination required;
multi-year rabies vaccines are not recognized)

3. Additional vaccinations:

Dogs: distemper, hepatitis, leptospirosis, parvovirus

Cats: feline viral rhinotracheitis, panleukopenia, feline leukemia

1. Rabies titer (serology/antibody) test — must be performed more than 30 days after the most
recent rabies vaccination; samples processed at an approved laboratory

2. Internal and external parasite treatment (including for Echinococcus multilocularis), recorded
on the health certificate

3. International health certificate issued or endorsed by a government veterinarian in the country
of origin within 48 hours of departure

Consignment Instructions

Contact the destination agent to ensure all requirements have been met prior to import, especially
regarding differences between air and sea shipments.

Inventory: Turkey requires a detailed inventory in which every item in the shipment is described
individually, including the brand name and serial numbers of all electrical goods. Shortcomings in
the inventory are a common cause of delays and inspections.

PBO Prohibition: No packed-by-owner boxes are permitted. All cartons must be professionally
packed and clearly inventoried. Customs reserve the right to inspect any shipment.

Document Matching: The name on the OBL or AWB must match the passport name exactly,
including all given names and family name in the same order. Even minor discrepancies cause
significant delays.

Timing: The shipment must not arrive more than two months before the owner's arrival and must
arrive no later than six months after the owner's last entry into Turkey. Coordinate scheduling
carefully.



Bank Guarantee/Deposit: For Option 2 imports (non-citizens without property or long-term
rental documentation), a refundable deposit of approximately 30% above the declared shipment
value must be paid to Turkish customs. Alternatively, a bank guarantee letter can substitute for
the cash deposit. This money or guarantee is released when the owner's residence or work permit
expires, or when the goods are re-exported. Clients should be advised of this requirement well in
advance.

Tax Identification Number: All importers — Turkish nationals and foreign citizens alike — must
have a Turkish tax identification number (TIN) before customs clearance can proceed. If the client
does not already have one, it can be obtained at any Turkish tax office with a passport.

ISPM 15: All wooden packing materials (pallets, crates, lift vans) must comply with ISPM 15
phytosanitary standards. Use heat-treated or fumigated wood only, and ensure the ISPM 15 mark
is clearly visible.

Air Shipments: For small air shipments where taxes are paid without a residence permit or rental
contract, the owner must arrive in Turkey no more than one month before or one month after the
goods arrive. This window is stricter than for sea shipments.

Unpredictable Expenses: Storage fees at Turkish customs warehouses can accumulate quickly
if documents are incomplete. Agents should advise clients to have all paperwork in order before
the shipment departs origin.

Cultural & Other Information

Turkey (officially the Republic of Türkiye) is a transcontinental country spanning southeastern
Europe and western Asia. It borders Greece and Bulgaria to the northwest; the Black Sea to the
north; Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Iran to the east; Iraq and Syria to the south; and the
Aegean and Mediterranean seas to the west. Istanbul, the country's largest city, is the only city in
the world that spans two continents.

Turkey has a population of approximately 85 million and is governed as a unitary presidential
republic. The official language is Turkish (Türkçe), written in the Latin alphabet since 1928. The
currency is the Turkish lira (TRY).

Time Zone: Turkey Standard Time (TRT), UTC+3. Turkey does not observe daylight saving time.

Useful Links:

OpenFactBook — Turkey

Wikipedia — Turkey

Turkish Ministry of Trade — Customs Guide (Gümrük Rehberi)

https://openfactbook.org/countries/turkey/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://www.gumrukrehberi.gov.tr


Turkish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (pet and plant import authority)

General Directorate of Security (Emniyet) — Traffic / Driver's Licenses

U.S. Trade.gov — Turkey Import Requirements and Documentation

U.S. Trade.gov — Turkey Prohibited and Restricted Imports

PetTravel.com — Turkey Pet Import Requirements

Quick Links & Resources

Find Movers
https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=Turkey&lat=39.9&lng=32.86&range=50&assocs=800
&fvw=c&ctry=Turkey

Foreign Embassies in Turkey
https://www.embassypages.com/turkey

Turkey's Embassies Abroad
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkish-embassies-and-consulates.en.mfa

IAM Country Guide: Turkey (Türkiye)

https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr
https://www.egm.gov.tr
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/turkey-import-requirements-and-documentation
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/turkey-prohibited-and-restricted-imports
https://www.pettravel.com/immigration/turkey.cfm
https://iamovers.mobilityex.com/index.html#/search?loc=Turkey&lat=39.9&lng=32.86&range=50&assocs=800&fvw=c&ctry=Turkey
https://www.embassypages.com/turkey
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkish-embassies-and-consulates.en.mfa

